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A meeting was held in the C.0, on 14th February, 


attended by representatives from the Treasury, Foreign 
Office, War Office, at which they were informed of 

the contents of (9) and were invited to comeur \ueuer 
am its conditions. The draft opposite is a result. 


Other points agreed and not relevant to that 
draft were: - 


(i) That the F.0. vote should bear the cost of 
all expenditure incurred to date on this party and any 
future expenditure incurred, The C.0., it was 
agreed, were not involved in any way unless the 
Treasury, after further reflection, considered 
they had further views to express on the subject, 


(ii) The Treasury undertook to inform us what 
accounting arrangements would be required from the 
Cyprus Govt. 


(iii) The War Office would ascertain the rates 
of out-of-pocket expenses and pocket-money now being 
given to the evacuees and we undertook to inform 
Cyprus should they agree to accept the evacuees. 


(iv) The War Office undertook to enquire whether 
they could undertake transport movements and 
arrangements, 

I have not repeated back to Cyprus in 
the conditions suggested in the enclosure 
in view of para. 2 of (9). 
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The question of publicity needs 4 little care. 
Mr. Turnbull has raised it with us in No. 19B. 2 
have Written to the War 0 cé, with copies to the Aa 
other Departments concerned, as at Nos. 21 - 235. C¢ 
I now attach two telegrams to Cyprus to tie the 
matter up. I think it will be preferable for the 
despatch at No. 20 itse not to be published as it 
stands, but I see no particular reason why it should 
not be drawn on ad li by Mr- Horace /hite* I think 
it will be better to get proposals from Cyprus and 
then clear them with the other Departments here. 
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No action is reqired on (39); Mr. Nicklin 
is aling separately with the disposal of the 
Jewish Camps and already has copy of the telegram. 
It will only confuse things w 
with this here. 
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and that B.E.M.A., Eritrea, can expect to hear irom 
yprus direct. The War Office has promised? a 
confirm as soon as formal acceptance by Cyprus 
Government is known; and I assume that,subject to 
general agreement to the Governor 's terms, We 
may tell the r Office that formal acceptance has 
been signified. 


s to the Governor's terms set out in para. l 
we can presumably accept 1 and 3 without demur 
Surely we must also accept 4; I see 
in his minute of 22nd February has suggested that 
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education in Iocal schools, etc.). 


On 2 of para. 1,1 suppose we fagvee that the move 
of the Maltese should not begin until a final 
decision has been reached about Eritrea? Though 
BECSan ae Ly) we should remind Cyprus that all 
preliminary arrangements would have to be completed 
by that date so as not to have the India position 
repeating itself. 
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43 is the answer to our despatch at 20. 


Briefly Cyprus will accept the party on the following 
terms:- 


1. An assurance that the possibility of splitting up the 
party has been considered. 


2. A final decision to await the outcome of UNO deliberations. 


3. No charge of any description shall fall upon the 
Cyprus Government. 


4. Qyprus Government to remain the sole judge of the employ- 
ability of any Maltese. 


5. Since there is no unemployment relief in Cyprus HNG 
will have to pay relief payments should a Maltese fall out 
of work having been employed for a period of time. 


6. Cyprus Govt. will not meet the costs of any training or 
educational facilities. 


7. The Acting Governor points out the extreme reluctance 
with which his Govt. acceptsthe hard SEE of the party 

and says that local re-action will be as hostile to them as 
it was to the Jews. In fact it will regard them as 
"sponsored alien invaders". He wishes to know whether the 
camp used by the British Administration Staff of the Jewish 
Refugees could be used for the initial reception of the party 
and whether use of the Jewish camps for British subjects 

is considered to be so undesirable as to justify the 
considerably increased expenditure of and the delay in 
providing a reception centre. 


Presumably these points will be put to the interested 
departments at the meeting on Friday but in the meantime an 
answer should go to(39)since in spite of the Acting Covernor's 
misgivings he proposes to send one of his officers to Eritrea 
in the near future to make preliminary arrangements, I think 
we must get a copy of (39)over to the Treasury and ask for 
a telephonic reply, | sfack Yat Sumbesl 


(0.5.S.Lloyd). 
4th April 1949. 
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Colonial office, 
The Church House, 


69024 / 3/49. Great Smith Street, 
‘ 5.%.1, 


iiss Butler, 


Please refer to telegram No. 62 Depth from 
the Chief Administrator a to Poreign Office 
about the 60 persons not of iltese origin attached 
to the party < altese in “ritrea. 


You will recall that at the meeting held here 
on the 8th April about the moval of the party to 
Cyprus it was 1 e clear that the Cyprug Government 
could no: accept any aliens who might be found 
amongst the party. There was unanimous rreeme nt 
on this. Ssuming that the "60 persone not of 

ltese origin” are aliens, another home will have 
o be found for them and in view of the manner in 
which they cameto be in Eritrea this would appear 
to be a matter for the appropriate department of 
the Foreign Office to settle. he Colonial fice 
is of course not equipped to al with foreign 
nationals resident in a territory administered 
through another department of His Majesty's 
Government; and we can only sug est that the 
Foreign ffice Should : & for the 
dis 9088 aL of Fcsy party. ovld turn cut 

rigin other 


than 


fhis letter has not been copied to Mr. Ritchie 
as 1 note that you are now part of the Foreign office. 


Yours sincerely, 


GES. Koy 


Orn. 1148 CN Ld. 748 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


{This telegran is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on} 


Cyyher/OTP F,0,2.u.T. DISTRIBUTION 


FROM «Shak TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Chief .dwinistrator D. 945 an, 26th april 1949 
No. 62 Depth Re 10.50 an, 26th april 1949 


5th april 1919 


Your telegran No, 6 Depth: Maltese, 


‘ Cyprus' Govermient representative now here says 
his Government have agreed to accept only those of 
Maltese origin. 


2. There are 34 families comprising 60 persons not of 
Maltese origin as mentioned in ny tele ran Depth No, 25, 
these will not be accepted, 


Revere as the whole object is to remove all 
+ all) these displaced persons from Eritrea as 
soon as possible owing to political situation 
request that lap. undecs ? Cyprus] Governnent be 
c onitted] these 34 family [gp. undec.]. 
2se persons though British subjects 
no connexions in the United Kingdom and do not 
1 to be sent there, They cannot be left in Eritrea. 


Please ask Colonial Vffice to repeat this to 
Cyprus Governor for information. 


[Copy sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office 
for repetition to Cyyz rus]. 


ccc 


).E.S. Lloyd Esae, 
Colonial Office, 
Church House, 

Gt. Smith Street, 
S.Wele 


() A 
Whar Ve dla. 

I enclose a copy of the nominal roll of the 
evacuees at present in Mai Habar Camp, Eritrea, for which 


you asked. One copy has been despatched to the Acting 
Governor, Cyprus by the British Administration in Eritrea. 


I am also sending a copy of the nominal roll 
to Mr. Ritchie, Foreign Office. 


(J.R. BUTLER) 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Tel. No.: Whitehall 1234. 


ain TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
Your Reference. RIV. 3/49. GREAT GEORGE STREET, 


i LONDON, S.W.1 
22. » < 
Treanary Reference ee 15/02 | a : 66 


) c\geoeh April, 1949 


Dear Miss Fisher, 


44, In your letter of the 4th April, you raised the question 
whether the Maltese from Eritrea should be put into one of the 
Cyprus camps. 


While it is undoubtedly true, as put forward by Miss Church 
at a recent meeting, that to place one or more of the Jewish 
camps at the disposal of the Cyprus Government for the use of 
these Maltese from Eritrea would be seized upon as a debating 
point in negotiations with the Israeli Government{ on the other 
hand, the whole question of the Jewish illegal immigrants' camps 
is a very sore one with the Israelis and we can expect, with or 
without the occupation by the Maltese from Eritrea of one or more 
of the camps, very strong representations against meeting the 
cost incurred, I do not think, therefore, that accommodating the 
Maltese in one or more of the camps would add to the difficulties 
which are inherent in this matter. 


The camp occupied by the British Administrative Staff, which 
is the one required by Cyprus, has no other claimants, I under- 
stand. We are prepared, therefore, to agree that this particular 
camp may be used for the purpose of accommodating the Maltese from 
Eritrea, 


In the penultimate paragraph of your letter you raise the 
question of the financial aspect of using this particular camp 
for the purpose of accommodating the Maltese. As you say, the 


Miss M.L.S, Fisher, /cost 
Colonial Office. 


cost arising from this policy of putting the Maltese in Cyprus falls 
to be met by H.M.G.; equally so, there is an obligation to wind up 
the effairs of the Palestine Government and as there is an interest 
in the residual value of these camps as an asset of the former 
Palestine Government, it will be necessary to make arrangements that 
the funds of the former Palestine Government do not suffer in con- 
sequence of the Maltese occupying one of the camps, I have discussed 
this aspect of the matter with Nicklin and told him that I would be 
prepared to accept that H,M,G, would be responsible for the amount 
of the residual value of the camp in question - it would undoubtedly 
be much cheaper than setting up a new camp = but in view of the 
highly controversial nature of this question of the cost of the 
Cyprus camps, there is the possibility that H.M.G. may have to 

bear a portion of this cost. Should this turn out to be the case, 
in the event, then we could no doubt make a suitable adjustment in 
the account to deal with H.M.G.'s liability for the camp now about 
to be occupied, 


Yours sincerely, 


Is] = 


W, Russell Edmunds 


Dra eT 
TELEGRAM | ! Xx 
* The word Priority may be entered here, if necessary. 8902/35/49 


To: 


ACTING GOVERNOR, Cyprus STs 
4 §.52/6 
Jef ts y Oe GYPRUS. pHs eed 


“= Siy- yayort 
(° For concurrence of Treasury, k 


Niss Fisher ( /u Office and War Dep arpents 
Vay Repeat t 


Priority :— To be transmitted :— 
Nil SEUOWHCX 
PennteliSeck Ss Reply.urgently required 5 = 
bi x (Important) & EK XK Confidential. 
Parly. U.S. of S se Cypher prone 
: Samedia, P 
S. of S Most Lnmediate. om - 


telegram No. 199 and despatc 
both confidential. 

Maltese. 

I am most sensible of helpful and 
patriotic manner in which the Cyprus Government 
havé approached this particularly thorny 
problem. can assu you that the misgivings 
which you have PEs have not 
estimated here. 

27 The various points you raise 
further examined and I am now able 
the following assurances 


(a) It is the case that no (repeat no) 


alternative method of disposing of the 


persons can be found. It sees possibly 


that the decision on Hritrea will be take,, 


Distribution :-— 
in the near ture and certain that what— 


ever this decision is it will involve 


rama wel sn Oelniafrab y 
pelinguishment of British eentroei./ There- 
fore 1 regard it as necessary that they 


should be moved as soon as possible. 


Further action: 


Party has already been whittled down much 


on lines you suggest in para. 13 of your 
Copy aot KG. Ri Reb (F0? 


Mit Sem Chuach (Ty) Mrs TR despatch. If it turns out after admission 


a 344 tom 7.48 Wa. & Co. 


to Cyprus that any remain who are 
eligible for e.g. Australia, they will 

be treated on same basis as Maltese in 
Egypt and helped to get off. Similarly, 
if any have prospects of settling in 

the United Kingdom or elsewhere each case 
will be examined here with a view to 
giving necessary assistance. 

wuestion whether any first generation 
Maltese are included is being investi- 
gated. These as you say Patent be hgh Le [ee 
ae lino to Malta. Possibility that 
some may be aliens is also being checked. 
Van ked Kutydtow 

impertel Goxeranent will accept 


queendl toned financial responsibility 


for all (repeat all) members of party 


for their lifetime.( I hope however that 


you will be ablg to regard any descendants 
Bepbtiny on Me 52% FoaferF } 
born in oyprus(as eny other native of the 


Colony. 


Guarantee at (d) above covers provision 

Rclneatiin Gud Qa Fangs Sg iow we POG AG 
of any—speetel training neot—evatiebie—to 
Asgpaecslh Me, Gt Phere Quem Gees inh Sheth waar 


Gypriets-if—such-prevision-is—mede. / I a 
~~ 
note that Maltese would not be ineligible 
for training available in first instance 
for Cypriots and hope that in practice 
you would for instance be able «.g. to 
let children enter local schools. 
ed 
(da) above also implies that questions of 


Ramey 97 wr Sal ~ OFSinWebion. > 
enployabitity and Si tpi nye are left 


to your judgment. 

As regards camps, I have now no objection 
to use of that occupied by British administrative 
staff of Jewish camps if this is the simplest 


solution. 


70 


4. Your telegram, para. 3. I agree no 


immediate publicity is called for. t-am” 
preparédto leave question of an announcement 
to you after réprésentative of Cyprus 


Government has discussed problem in Eritrea. 


Shot vr grofafok an the 


’ 


tle ule ( ne wool Cox fen 


Cpa 


Oren yt AT oe thee Tie 
oa { i 


feo Ceieane way Ge por we eel 


tsttoale fort hae ete, af Fey pe lone 


of yor represen falroe (oo Euckpee 


69024,/3/49 
4 Bertil, 1949. 


Dear Ritchie, 


I enclose a Greft telegram to the Acting 
Governor of Cyprus about the transfer of the 
‘altese in Epitrea te Cyprus, the lines of 
which were agreed at the meeting here last 
week. I will be very grateful if you would 
telephone any comments to me if possible 
befcre Paster on Willtehall 2366, Extension 168. 


i am copying thic to Hiss Willa, end Miss 
Church, at the Treasury, and Nise Butler, 
AG@ministration of African Yerritories, for their 
concurrence. 


lone] Gimundis, 


© seemed to hav our lines cro i about 
question whether the Waltese from Sriteea shoul 
ut into one of the Cyprus Camps, 


I gether thet at a meting (at which I ves 
present) to discuss the settlement of this par 
suggested that to place one or mre of the J 


at the disposal of the 298 ht prejulice 
: ermont. 
of the Secretary of : 


xi to you, 


ear you and i. Micklin have been in 
omsissioner for Jewish Camps about their 
apparently raised ne objection to the sale of 
of them to t 
the Grorus 
aveil 


I emilose a copy of the Governor's 
paragraph 1. of a recent despatch 


eals with this 


the 


be 


I am not,as you know, an authority on the financial aspect 
of the cae question; but I take it that if authority is 
put the Maltese into one of the camps it will mean 
sing the Palestine aceount from whatever imperial vote 
is concerned, From the camps point of view, therefore, the 
ede yovernment cannot apparently be regarded as a genuine 
rchaser but only as an agent for } 


tele Ge 


te 


ould you let us know as soon as possible what we are 


11 the Acting Governor about this, 
Mr. Nicklin has seen thie lette 


Yours sincerely, 


Extract from Despatch from Cyprus to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
dated 29th March 1949. No. 49. Confidential. 


x x x 


lye In the meantime, I have arranged for an 
officer of this Government to visit Eritrea early 
in April, ostensibly on casual leave, Detailed 
arrangements must await his return and to some 
extent will depend upon your reply to this despatch, 
In the meanwhile, however, preliminary examination 
of the problems involved convinces me that in the 
early stages at least a reception camp will be 
required. None is available except by using one of 
the sites recently occupied by the British 
administration staff of the Jewish camps and in this 
connexion I have referred to paragraph 7(b) of your 
despatch in my secret telegram No, 176. ‘The decision 
whether to build a new camp will depend on the reply 
to my telegram; on the time available before the 
transfer, since to build a new camp will take time; 
and on the plans for the future settlement of the 
party in the light of the detailed information 
obtained in Eritrea, Since, however, the provision 
of housing will initially be the most important 
problem and will require an early decision, I should 
be grateful for any indication which you may be in 
& position to give as to whether the subsequent use 
of the Jewish camps for British subjects is 
considered to be so undesirable as to justify the 
considerably increased expenditure on, and the delay 
in providing, a reception centre, 


=x x 


Ref: §.52/h6 


CYPRUS. GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
aan Cee ea ai 
> No. AG NICOSIA, al MARCH, 1949. 


COWRT. PIAL a 


Sir, 


I have the honour to refer to your confidential 
Gespatch No. 41 of the 2nd of March, 1949, regarding the 
proposal to settle in Cyprus certain displaced persons 
of Maltese origin now temporarily accommodated in Eritrea. 


2. I have already informed you, in my telegram 
No. 199 confidential of the 17th of March, that it was 
the opinion of Executive Council that the consent of 
this Government to the pvoposal should not, in the last 
resort, be denied if, despite the representations which 
I now make, it proves impossible to arrange for the 
accomodation elsewhere of the persons concerned. The 
final recorded opinion was in these terms 


“that, while the opinion of Government had already 
"been made clear to the Secretary of State, it was 
‘now the general view that Government should, with 
"great reluctance in the light of its existing 
"pesponsibilities, accept, in principle, responsi- 
"bility for the Maltese refugees now in Eritrea, who 
"could not return to Malta, if it became clear that 
"they could not remain in Eritrea. Such acceptance 
“would only be on terms which left no doubt as to 
"where financial responsibility for the refugees 
“would lie. If the Secretary of State was faced 
“with the unavoidable necessity of withdrawing them 
"from Eritrea, and could find no other territory to 
“which they might be sent, this Government should 
"give its best assistance on its own terms, " 


I recognise the reluctance with which you yourself have 
advanced the request, and your despatch disclosed to 
members of Council both the great difficulties 
The Honourable, 
ARTHUR CREECH JONES, M.P., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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which you have been faced in seeking a solution of the 
problem, and the consideration you have been anxious 
to give to the interests of Cyprus in requesting the 
assumption of an entirely undesirable responsibility, 
but your despatch also suggested the unlikelihood of 
any course other than ultimately to require the 
accommodation of these persons in Cyprus being open 

t to say that the reluctant, 


almost solely by ap 

embarrassment which would be caused, particularly 
to local members of Council, by a decision to send 
the Maltese to Cyprus without the consent of this 
Government. I have no doubt that consent would not 
have been forthcoming had the constitution of the 
Island required the proposal to be put pefore a 
popularly elected body, a circumstance which makes 
sufficiently obvious the criticisms that will he 
attracted to this Government by the accommodation of 
these persons in Cyprus rather than in Malta. 


De You refer in your despatch to your agreement 
that, so long as the Jewish illegal immigrants remained 
in Cyprus, you would not press for the admittance of 
the Maltese. I trust, however, that you are under no 
misconception that the local reaction to their 
permanent accommodation will not be greater than that 
evinced to the introduction of the Jews for a limited 
period, It was always self-evident that the Jews had 
no desire to remain in Cyprus; they were legally 
detained in guarded camps; and they did not compete 
with Cypriots for employment or land, nor, to any very 
great extent, in any other field. The Maltese will 
be seen as sponsored alien invaders, subject to no 
special form of control, when trade recession makes 
the threat of unemployment a serious anxiety to many 
workers. At a time when I am doing everything possible 
to undo the harm caused by years of denying the Greekness 
of Greek Cypriots, the intrusion of the Maltese will 
pe represented as a deliberate attempt to weaken the 
Greek character of the Island, and these complaints 
will not be one whit lessened by the fact that the 


/numbers 
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numbers of the Maltese involved are insufficient to 
have any sensible effect upon either the labour 
market or the racial strain. Critics who would be 
eager to seize upon any expenditure by this 
Government upon the Maltese would also be extremely 
jealous of any facilities accorded to them by His 
“ajesty's Government which are not also available 
to Cypriots. Finally, I assume that most of the 
Maltese are of the Roman Catholic religion, an 
allegiance which will render them unacceptable to 
the leaders of the Greek Orthodox Church, 


4, Objection to the proposal would be less 
extreme if accommodation were intended to be 
temporary but, as I have already reported to you, 
I held out no hope to Executive Council that you 
would be prepared to abandon your purpose of finding 
a permanent home for the Maltese. But I am quite 
unable to share your hope that they will be at all 
readily assimilated by the local population. Whatever 
may have been the case in the distant past, both 
Greeks and Turks have for a long time shown very 
great resistance to the assimilation of immigrants 
even when their character and resources have been 
infinitely more attractive than those of the Maltese. 
Armenians and Maronites, although they have been in 
the Island for many generations, remain self-contained 
minorities still regarded as foreigners, It is 
undoubtedly possible to find here a place where the 
majority of the Maltese can exist on relief allowances, 
and it may also be possible for a limited number to 
find employment, but that they should merge their 
racial identity in that of the local population is a 
possibility which I can only regard as highly unlikely. 


an It was such matters as these that it was the 
wish of Executive Council you should have in mind 
before proceeding to any final decision to transfer 
the Maltese to Cyprus, 


6. The Council took note of the statement that 


/Cyprus 
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Gyprus had been asked to accept what is described as 

the “hard core" of the Maltese, The views I have 
expressed above on behalf of the Council make it 

clearly desirable that in any event no more than the 
hard core should come to Cyprus. Yet when their transfer 
from India to Eritrea first came to notice I was given 
to understand that 450 were moved, whereas now 520 
remain. I understand that no more information is 
available to yourself as to individuals included in the 
party than is as yet mine, and it is possible that the 
individual examination now being undertaken will admit of 
the possibility of certain of them being disposed of 
elsewhere. ‘The Council would welcome confirmation that 
the possibility of dispersing the party in several 
territories has been examined and discarded for good 
reason. It is noted, for instance, that the Malta 
Government undertakes liability for persons of Maltese 
extraction abroad provided they are of the first 
generation. If any of the persons now in Eritrea 

prove to be children, in the first generation, of 
original emigrants from Malta, it is hoped that they 
will be returned to Malta. Further, it is stated that 
considerable numbers of them will perforce continue to 
receive relief payments throughout their lives, and it 

is suggested that such payments could be made with 

equal facility in other territories. In so far as 
housing presents a problem in Malta, I would remind you 
that the same problem exists here in only less degree, 
whereas here no conceivable responsibility exists towards 
the Maltese. 


1& In its desire to fend off an evil day, the 
Council further asked that no transfer should be set 
in motion until a decision as to the future of Eritrea 
made the continued accommodation of the Maltese in that 
territory impossible and that, meanwhile, no publicity 
should be given to the proposal to move them to Cyprus. 
I assume that the fact that their ultimate accommodation 
in Cyprus is a possibility will save His Majesty's 


/Government 
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Government from any embarrassment in the course 

of negotiations in the United Nations, since an 
announcement would always be possible if it became 
essential. The decision to keep the provosal secret 
need in no way delay the undertaking of preliminary 
arrangements to enable the transfer to Cyprus of 

those of the hard core whose accommodstion here proves 
inevitable. 


9. The following paragraphs of this despatch 
relate to the financial arrangements which would be 
necessary in the event of accommodation being 
provided in Cyprus. It is my duty to make it quite 

| clear that it was the view of Council that no 


conceivable advantage could accrue to Cyprus from the 
acceptance of these people such as would justify the 
admission of any qualification whatsoever to the 
\guarantee by His Majesty's Government that no charge 
/will fall upon Cyprus funds. I recognise that you 
have already declared your acceptance of this principle 
and if the attitude of Council is thought to be unduly 
suspicious or exacting, I can only remind you of the 
difficulties experienced by this Government in 
connexion with other refugees such as the family of 
‘the Mar Shimun. 


10. In paragraphs 7 and & of your despatch, in 
which the kind of responsibility which His Majesty's 
Government are prepared to accept is set out, three 
apparent qualifications do appear. The first, at 
paragraph 7(d), which is repeated at the end of 
paragraph 10, requires this Government to undertake 
to make every effort to absorb the employables. On 
the face of it there is nothing unreasonable in this, 
once it has been decided that the party is to be 
admitted, and this Government would certainly lend 
its best endeavours to achieve the purpose, but 
experience forces me to suggest that at some future 
date, when the difficulty of finding a home for these 
people has vanished, the financial responsibility may 
not be accepted so readily as it is now, Therefore, 
while I am prepared to promise that this Government will 
do its utmost to absorb the employable, I consider 


/that 
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j) that this Government should remain the sole judge of the 
authenticity of its efforts and of what persons are 
in fact employable. Subject to that promise, I must 
ask that the assurance that maintenance and relief 
will remain the financial responsibility of His 
Majesty's Gover nt should be given without imposing 
any condition. “urther, I must ask for an explicit 
assurance that no such principle as was suggested in 
connexion with the younger generation of the Mar 
Shimun family, requiring a Colonial Government to be 
responsible for the maintenance of destitute British 
subjects in its own territory, should be invoked at 
any time in connexion with the Maltese. 


11. The second qualification appears at 
paragraph 7(e) where it is suggested that the Cyprus 
Government should relieve His Majesty's Government to 
some extent of the cost of the education and training 
of the younger members of the party. The suggestion 
is made on the doubtful assumption that these young 
people will eventually become an asset to the economy 
of the Island but, apart from any disagreement with 
the validity of that argument, I could not agree to 
meet from Cyprus funds even part of the cost of any 
form of training which was not also available to the 
Cypriot population. That does not mean that the 
Maltese would be ineligible for training provided in 
the first instance for Cypriots, but again I could give 
no precise undertaking that any such facilities would be 
available. 


12, The third qualification to which I must 
raise objection is at paragraph 8 where you ask me to 
agree that, in the event of Maltese being continuously 
employed for some three years and then becoming 
destitute, he should no longer be entitled to receive 
financial assistance from His Majesty's Government. The 
proposal is made that he should be treated on the same 
footing as an ordinary unemployed Cypriot and that he 
should receive only such relief as may be generally 
payable to the unemployed in Cyprus. Unemployment 
relief is not paid in Cyprus but those who find 


/themselves 
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themselves without work do not become destitute 
because they are able to fall back on the assistance 
which their families and friends can give; and in 
a country of small peasant proprietors very few are 
ever completely dependent on paid employment, The 
Maltese on the other hand would have no land and no 
families able to assist them. Moreover, if it 
became known, as would be inevitable, that three 
years’ continuous employment operated to extinguish 
relief benefits, it is highly probable that individual 
Maltese would evade their extinction by ensuring that 
employment did not continue without a break for that 
period. In support of the argument that relief 
payments should cease after a man has received 
training and found continuous employment for a certain 
period, you suggest that to recommence the payment of 
relief allowances might excite criticism from 
Cypriots who would consider that the Maltese were 
being specially favoured. I have already referred 
to the jealousy likely to be evoked by such special 
ation, but I associated it with the contrary 
resentment against the expenditure upon these people 
of local funds. In this instance I am quite certain 
that the latter feeling would be greater, I can 
only suggest that it should be left to the Cyprus 
Government to determine when a particular Maltese 
might be regarded as having become so identified with 
the local population that further special assistance 
from His Majesty's Government would be unjustified, 


13. To sum up, I have expressed the consent 
of this Government in principle to receive these 
people in Cyprus when it has become no longer 
possible for them to remain in Eritrea, But I ask 
you to consider, before that time, whether the hard 
core cannot be further reduced, and in particular 
whether the party cannot be split up into groups and 
only one group, albeit the largest, sent to Cyprus; 
and whether there are not some of the party who are 
eligible to enter Malta. The consent is given, 


/moreover 


moreover, on the understanding that no conditions 

are attached to His Majesty's Government's 

underts ng to accept complete financial responsibility, 
and that those qualifications which have been 

suggested are withdrawn. 


14. (In the meantime, I have arranged for an 
officer of this Government to visit Eritrea early 
in April, ostensibly on casual leave. Detailed 
arrangements must await his return and to some 
extent will depend upon your reply to this despatch. 
In the meanwhile, however, preliminary examination 
of the problems involved convinces me that in the 
early stages at least a reception camp will be 
required None is available except by using one of 
the sites recently occupied by the British 
administration staff of the Jewish camps and in this 
connexion I have referred to paragraph 7(b) of your 
despatch in my secret telegram No. 176. The decision 
whether to build a new camp will depend on the reply 
to my telegram; on the time available before the 
transfer, since to build a new camp will take time; 
and on the plans for the future settlement of the 
party in the light of the detailed information 
obtained in Eritrea, Since, however, the provision 
of housing will initially be the most important 
problem and will require an early decision, I should 
be grateful for any indication which you may be in 
a position to give as to whether the subsequent use 
of the Jewish camps for British subjects is 
considered to be so undesirable as to justify the 

iture on, and the delay 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


Acting Governor, 


Room 455. 
Registry. 


_, Will you please 
substitute the attached 
Registration Copy as 
external distribution 
has been added. 
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TELEGRAM 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM CYPRUS (0.4.Q.) 


D, 17th March 1949 
R. 17th + * 21.05 hrs 


(MPORTANT 
No. 199 Confidential 


Your confidential telegram No.170 and my personal 
letter to Martin of 14th March. 


Maltese in Eritrea 


As was inevitable. very strong opposition was 
expressed in the txecutive Council to reception, with 
the object of ultimate assimilation, of persons 
concerned grave fears were evinced as to local 
publi on Nevertheless, in view of the great 
i c ese people present to H.M.G x 


je by yor If to accom 


shall address you (? further omitted) as 


suffi f 
Administrator of 
pts in principle prop 


rran 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


3. I shall address you (? further omitted) as tc 
details. Meanwhile 


(i) I assume no immediate publicity is called 
for and that it will suffice for your present purposes 
to inform the Chief Administrator of Asmara that this 
Government accepts in principle proposal for transfer 


(ii) I will arrange despatch to Eritrea of a 
representative of this Government to assess problems 
involved. 


i t would add that the Council considered that 
eS hostility would be much less if accommodation at 
Cyprus were to be only temporary i.e. if proposal for 
local e milation were abandoned, but I held out no 
hope that, if transfer to Cyprus is forced upon you, 
you would be able to entertain the suggestion, having 
> rs of wandering, which persons concerned 

experienced 


posal 
f be regarded 
e accommodation for other displaced persons 


FO come 


] 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
CYPRUS 


1,th March, 1949 


be fac 
V Kecutive 
from Eritr 
e of your req 


economy of Cy 
we should contribute towards the cost of their 
training, 


the reference to acceptance of the commitment 
by Lord Winster, or 


the imminent return of the non-Templar Germans. 

I find it difficult myself to accept the argument 

in (a) that we should bear the cost of making available to 

any part of your proposed "hard core" facilities for 

training that are not yet available to Cypriots and the 

zestion will certainly be cited as the thin end of the 

ge. (b) has renewed the resentment felt by 
which I have had trouble in controlli in 


the past - because of Lord Winster's sor 

cavalier treatment of the Council. I do no t t know ie 
truth o the | story of the Germans, \ have, 

been dealt w Collins in direct communic 

yourselves, but their return to-morrow in the 

reported in the t few d may be e 

the who juestion of the f Cyprus 


If things g ist me, I will do no more than 
record opinions. It W ral then be for consiueration, if the 
proposal is to be pursued, whether rive a direction 
contrary to the majority advice, or the Secre ; of State 
gives me precise instructions. - would not myself have 
thought it proper to go agai 1 rity advice of 
Executive Council except in pt I > whe considered 
to be the best interest of C ) e at nd, I 
have nc experience of instruc s of the k which may 
in the alternative be necessary, and assume that the 
Secretary of State himself would not regard them otherwise 
than as a last resort. In either case, the action would 
be unfortunate in tt it could hardly do other than 
prejudice relations and our ability to secure future 
agreement over more important matter 


I send you this note so that you may give the 
earliest consideration to your attitude. 


I suppose there is no possibility whatsoever of 
dropping the proposa but it will be a pretty costly 
one t alienates th elements in the local population 
who ere openly with us. The only slight hope af 
over the inev le rumpus lies in the pace tha 
ast nted them with a fs 

as EX. s neerned, would See have been 

the last straw. 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


In any further communication on this subject, 
please quote 


No. * K 2669 /io [xxo ; 
and address—not to , Ap. r by name, but RECEIVED 
to—The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign 


Office, London, S.W. 1. 16 MAb 1949 
f COLONIAL OFFICE 


Tne Under-Secretary of State j 
presents his compliments to AL Md due 
Af bok. pr dls 4 ; by direction of the 


Secretary of State, transmits herewith ee of the 


ano 


under-mentioned paper. 


Foreign Office, 
yy Mur SEEN 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


2y0 / .a 
Ea | he /3/e9 7 


| Subject. 
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Similar letter sent to KE: You, CORSO Ad) 0 ; 


14 6130 35384—2 


K 28bo j07 [ab 


@in Clair DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


ICE 


Sir R, Campbell 
No. 3/3 D. 3.25 p.m, llth March, 1949 
Tith Harch, 1919 R. 4. pem. llth March, 1949 


Following from Consular Section. 


Your telegram No.452 dated 8th March: 
Maltese from Eritrea. \ 


On receipt of cable from A. Asmara 
stating that all poss fu accommodation 
and auth 10rity to en Aus Consul General, 
Cairo, replied authorising sure per 
S.S. Af Misr and endors ¢ ports. 
Consul General had just ming to Asmara 
that arrival of un om Eritrea 
in Australia might ] ice prc scts of | Reese 
in Beypt. " y 
documents were, in fact, 


kkk 


In any further communication on this subject, 
please quote 

No. Ir 256 07/20 
and address—not to any person by name, but 
to—The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign 
Office, London, S.W.1 


Tue Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


presents his compliments to ~ OU Aceh 


b / 7 
d/ L . \ mals 1} i 
4 Y/ t A and, by direction of the 


Secretary of State, transmits herewith cop of the 
under-mentioned paper. 


Foreign Office, 
LA 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date | Subject. 


0. Kdbeyrtim 
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Similar letter sent to 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


~ 
Code R 
K2564/107/250 DEPARTWENTAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO 
Cee eee ee aoe 


No. 452 
7th March, 1949. D. 12.15 pm. 8th March, 1949. 


RESTRICTED 
Following for Consular section. 


United Kingdom High Commissioner in Australia 
reports arrival at Melbourne of 27 Maltese from Writrea. 
Australian Department of Immigration say they have arrived 
without their consent or knowle Passage arrangements 
are said to have been made by B.M.A., Eritrea. 


2. Please report whether you were concerned in 
these arrangements. l.eanwhile in view of the possibility 
of homes being found in Cyprus for these evacuees, about 
which details are being sent to you separately, no 
further batches should go to Australia in case landing 
of Maltese from Egypt is prejudiced thereby. If it 
is certain thet any individual evacuees have landing 
permits authorised by Australian Depasrtient of Immigration 
we should not want to bully them into going to Cyprus, but 
Department of Immigration is in any case cabling B.N.A., 
Eritrea, to stop further batches going. 


FRFF 


Colonial office, : 
The Church House, 
89024,/3/49 Great Smith Street, 


S.W.4. 


16th March, 1949. 


Maltese in Eritrea —- Nominal Roll 


I have just noticed on reading through our file 
that B.M-A. Eritrea, in paragraph 2 of their signal 
(|) )} C&A.286 of the 17th February, addressed to Civil 
Affairs, Cairo, and repeated to you, stated that the 
nominal rolis of the party which they had been asked 
to prepare would not be sent to Cyprus until 
confirmation had been received from the War Office 
that the Cyprus Government had formally accepted 
the party. 


You will remember from our meeting that the 
idea was that “ritrea should send these nominal rolls 
to Cyprus straight away, since unless the Cyprus 
Government turn the proposal down altogether the 
nominal rolls will certainly be needed. The sooner 
they are in Cyprus the better, and indeed without them 
at is difficult for the Cyprus Government to get a 
proper idea of what the party is like in detail and 
consequently to make up their minds about their 
willingness to receive them. In paragraph 11 of 
Colonial Office despatch No. 41 of the 2nd March, a 
copy of which you have, we told the Acting Governor that 
B.M.A. head been asked to send these nominal rolls 
direct to hin. 


We should be grateful if, without bothering to go 
into explanations, you could ask Nritrea to send the 


Junior Commander J.R. Butler. /nominal 


nominal roll to the Acting Governor as soon 4s it is 
ready, at once if possible. 


{J-8. Bennett) 


The War Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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CIPHER TELEGRAM 


This message will not be distributed outside British Government Departments 
or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased. 
(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be Paraphrased) 


INWARD TELEGRAM TO 
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


-OO hour 
00 ho 


mnissioner Canberra, 
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Commom 
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1. Persons dispatched SS ] pos ad from Department 


Immigration Can 


rom 25 pounds per 
ad friends or 
provide 4 odation elie Consider no 
further fun should provided £ ve signed undertakings 
not (repeat not) ag ; further funds. 
teh further batches pending reply 


gration Canberra asking for 


The text of this message must be paraphrased if it is necessary to communicate it to persons 
outside British Government Service or to retransmit it in a cipher system other than O.T.P. 
This message will not be referred to in any Unclassified message. 


Note.—The above notice will be reproduced on any copies made of this message. 


“a 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


zy 
mates TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES R a 


4 
AA" 


EXON. 


_—— 


INWARD TELEGRAM TO 
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


to whom } 
2onsibili 


are without 


some may alsc 


ngements w 


1 Eritrea 


sibl 


authoris 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


\ 
2 Draft 5 | FileNo. * 


TELEGRAM/ = * SAVINGRAM hs 
* The word Priority may be entered here, if necessary 8902h/3/. 4 0 5 
ote hissy aan 


Sent oA) 


Devgt XG 
To Conny number 


~ Cnmsetiata fw Aliant, 
fiat rane 


Priority:— To be transmitted :— 
wt Std Be ren HXOOK 
US. of S. Rephaitgtniincquicet CHEK 
Fae Fatportiot. tee 
Parly. f | TG AIEX Cypher Stik Fa 
S. of S. MAXTERMN KX DORISEKEX 
at eee YORE 


Poanened 
Permt, Confidential. 


would let me-have your pr 

My Hoseatct. + “et (reg. Mek} into 
publicity in Cyprus. Ret: fir 

any par 

: ae ; 

reference) being drawn 
h 

loeal statement, to 
consider desirable, bet I should) Wish for 
opportunity to review main points of any local 


ment with Departments concerned here 
Cyprus should not 


rangements for which 


cannot be made in advance of your reply to my 


Distribution :;-— 
Tonge Cote Rabe 
C C.A.2 (8), Vor Of) could however take place on or after that date. 


despatch under reference. Your announcement 


M4, U, Bett - Robeson, (Povisy t 3 aph later about 
MH, 16.q. Rikebe ie 0 
Me Lretrary , clo! 
Further action:— 
Kacse ; Beare Prine lt | 
to mean Qnisah x Se. 
Me MHortin wc, q 22/2) | 


Wt, 21408757 tom 7.48 Wa. & Co, 51/3 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


a 
File No. 0 


apo2u//yal 07 
oF = eat Ste ore 5 F yf a any 
co. ® S 0.A-G., CYPRUS. he or 


Repeated to:-— AUS... hours 


Mr. _ eee S 13 Deot A 


5 (Pare a aon, 
Mr. Corker, $3 Priority :— For transmission :— 
fine Nil MXM 
Bephtuigenitrdquired KOKNEX 
Sina. - Dayne: 


= Draft 5 | 
TELEGRAM| * * SAVINGRAM < | 


* The word Priority may be entered here, if necessary 


Mr 


Cypher » 


ex ( 
ae e 
Permt. U.S. of S. WG aIedGE ONE 


XSOHGEX 


Parly. U.S. of S 
S. of S. 


Your telegram No. 140 Gear 
Following personal for Turn from 
rtin. Begins. 
Despatch dated 2nd March hag now been 
sent. Secretary of State's immediately 
(Accompanying dra following tel am dee with publicity and can 
if you wish be circulated to Bxecutive Council 


with the despatch. Wods. 


Distribution:— 


Further action:— 


Colonial Office, 
The Church House, ' 
Great Smith Street, 
3.4. 108 


89024/3/49 
0165/3609/c.A. 2(b) 3rd March, 1949, 


Maltese in Lritrea 


You will now have received a copy of our despatch 
to Cyprus as sent (No. 41 of the 2nd March). 


One point which we. did not cover fully at our 
meeting a fortnight ago, and which Cyprus: have already 
raised with us, is that of publicity. The Cyprus 
Government will wish, naturally enough, to make some 
public statement some time. between when the transfer 
is definitely decided on and when the people actually 
arrive in Cyprus. Fublie opinion in Cyprus will have 
to be carefully prepared, and the statement may need 
to be rather a full one. We are asking the Acting 
Governor to tell us, in the course of his reply to the 
Secretary of State's despatch No. 41, the outline of 
the public sta&ement he would like to make. We would 
then be in a position to check it with you and the 
other Departments coneepned before issue. 


The inmediate question to be dealt with seems to 
us to be that of timing. I think you will agree that 
it would be a mistake for anything to be said in 
public about the transfer-to Cyprus until the inmates 
of the Camp in britrea have themseives been told. ‘That 
is only courtesy to them, and it might cause 
justifiable complaint and possibly embarrassment to the 
Military Administration, if they heard about it in a 
roundabout way. 


or Comuander J-R. Butler. , ie 


CBSO Ca Mo Vent) 


We therefore propose action as follows:- 


The Chief Administrator, lritrea, should be 
warned by telegram now that no publicity 8 
shovld be. given to the proposed transfer 

until he receives instructions from London. 


As soon as we hear definitely that the 

Cyprus Government have accepted, the Chief 
Administrator should be authorised by telegram 
to meke a suitable announcement in the Camps. 
He should be asked to inform London in advence, 
repeating to Cyprus, of the date on which he 
proposes to make the announcement and the main 
points in it - the latter so that the Cyprus 
Government would have the opportunity to 
comment if they wished. 


The Cyprus Government should be authorised to 
release their stagment locally any time on or 
after the date on which the announcement is 
made in the Camps in “ritrea. 


I_ think you will agree that it is worth taking 
a little trouble about publicity arrangements, 
especially as there may always be Parliamentary 
juestions when the news breaks, and it is desirable 
to avoid any unnecessary occasions for complaint. 


I should be grateful if you could let me know 
if the War Office agree with the above proposals. 
I am copying this letter to Field-Robinson (Treasury) 
and Ritchie (Foreign Office) for information and in 
case they have any comments. 


(J.-S. Bennett) 
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«eo 24th February, 1949. 


Dear Bennett, ry 
Replying to your above quoted letter dated 24st February, 1949, 
concerning the proposed resettlement in Cyprus of the Maltese now in 
Eritrea, I have to inform you that I agree entirely your draft of the 
despatch to the Acting Governor of Cyprus attached to your letter, 
I am copying this to the other Departments mentioned in your letter, 
Yours sincerely, 
JS. Bennett, Esq , } ee J, Ae 
Colonial Office, /} iS fell Ka baien 
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J,S, Bennett,Esq., 
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(SGD.) H. ROWAN WALKER 
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21st Pebruary, 1949. 


Scoret 


I enclose a draft despatch to Cyprus on 
the lines agreed at our meeting on iionday, i4th 
February. ‘hen we came to dreft the comaunicstion 
to the Cyprus Government, we decided that, in 
order to provide the Acting Governor with all the 
relevent background information for the benefit 
of his Sxecutive Council, it was too long to go 
as a telegram, but I do not think we need expect 
any s¢rious delay as a result. ‘ould you kindly 
let me know oc soon as possible if you concur 
in the draft? 


I am copying this to Ritchie (Foreign Office) 
and Junior Comendéer Butler (\iary Office) also for 
their concurrence, and to Cleobury (Commonwealth 
Relations Office) for his information. 


(J.-S. Bennett) 


W. Pield-Robinson, Esq. 
Treasury. 
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From Brigadier J.F. Benoy, 0.3.l. 
The War Office, 7 
London, S.W.|I. 
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0165/3573/CA2(b) 


or S 
/ - t . z. 
Ms ‘ 4 i= View aad ~* 


May I refer to your letter 89024/3/48 dated 8th December 
1948, to Davidson, with a copy to me on the subject of the 
Maltese in Eritrea. 


In view of the announcements both in the press and on the 
radio of the imminent departure of Jews from the Cyprus camps, 
I suggest that the time has now come when action should be taken 
with regard to the proposal to remove at least some of these 
evacuees to Cyprus. Perhaps you would consider making a further 
approach to the Cyprus authorities. 


From reports received from “ritrea, it appears that the 
Maltese are becoming more vociferous and difficult to handle, 
particularly so since four of their number were involved in an 
incident last month in which one of them was prutally mrdered 
by a gang of shifta. They have,not unnaturally, become very 
agitated and redoubled their cries for something to be done 
about them in the way of resettlement. 


It is perhaps relevant to mention that in the course of 
twelve months only 12 out of the 550 evacuees have been 
resettled and the cost of maintaining them is #ill £4,000 
per month. 


I am copying thie letter to Yavidson and to Field Robinson 


(@reasury) + A 
Yours boca 


J.S.- Bennett, Esq, 
Colonial Office, 
LONDON. 
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Political Adviser's Office, 
oe ae 
Asmara. 

‘IDENTIAL 1ith January, 1949. 


S/PA/36/8. 


Dear Kembali 


I see from papers here thet Consular Department have 
been concerned with the problem of the so-called Maltese 
displaced persons at present in camp in Eritrea, The 
Administration here has been corresponding recently with 
the Consulate-Generel in Cairo and the Colonial Office and 
the War Office have also been concerned, 


fer I have takén no part in this business because 
it did not seem to concern 1 but the Administration have 
now drawn attention to an ect of the problem which may 
concern Ze AS you Know, sre due to begin 
consideration of the former Itali Cdonies at the 
beginning of April and if >i n is reached, which 
will meen our handing ove C other government, these 
British subjects would become more difficult 
problem than they are now, 


There are, ss you know, 
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The lergest number of them wanta 2 Australia and 
erstend thet tk hagtrerien Gove nas "eae essed 
Willingness to k y British subjects who sre able-bodied 
ana of good cheracter, if the Australian Government could 
implement this promise, if in fact it hes been Rony and 
shipping could be provided to take them to / i the 
beck of the problem would be broken, 


The bulk of the remainder desire to go to Turkey. I 
imagine that it would be far from easy to arrange this 
and the Consul-General Izmir has drawn attention to some 
of the drawbacks of repatriating them to Turkey. 


Nobody wents to go J for as ae know their 
British nationality is ba ost cases I 
nationality of some generati back. They. ve no links 
with that country now yweay.I do not imagine that 
Malta would take them. 


Is it Sahar gp to move them meantime to Cyprus? I do 
not suppose that Cyprus either would be pleased to have 
another betch of displeced persons dumped on them but at 
any rate they are well-behaved and peaceable on the whole 
and an improvement no doubt on the previous displaced 
persons sent to Cyprus. 


e 


It seems to me that the ideal solution would be to 
send as many as possibie to Australia now, and the rest to 
Cyprus pending some permanent solution for their future. 
What is not satisfactory is to leave them here, when the 
outlook for the British Administration is so uncertain. 


It is now one year since they arrived here from India. 
They did not want to come and the Administration did not 
want them. They have been kept all that time in the camp 
at Mai Hebar. It ‘is a pleasant enough place and they are 
well fed, but the eimless life combined with the uncertainty 
of the future wnich overshadows their lives hes had a 
weakening effect on their morale and the longer they ere 
kept kicking their heels in an African camp, the more 
their value as citizens and British subjects will decline. 
Thies is partly ea human problem but there is also the 
aspect that the longer they are kept there rotting in the 
sum the worse problem they will become for yous 


There is another aspect which concerns the Foreign 
Office, and thet is that the continual presence of these 
British subjects, harmleae and able-bodied for the most 
part but in complete idleness, in what appears to the 
Italian and native populations to be a concentration 
camp, is bad for British prestige. 


I hope you will forgive me if I heve put to you 
aepects of the case with which you are alreedy familiar 
put I am naturally enxiovs that some action should be 
taken soon. Kenyon-Sleaney, the Chief Secretary, is poing 
to Csiro shortly to discuss the case with the Consul- 
General and may be able to make some progress but I think 
that the decisive action will have to be taken in London. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Africen 
Department and Coneul-General, Cairos 


Yours ever, 


(Signed) R.W. Mason. 


C.G. Kemball, Bsqe, 
Consuler Department; 
Foreign Office, 
London, SeWels 


7th Janusry, 


eny thanke for your letter 5, 36/8 of the 
1ith Januery about the Maltese in Eritres. 
ou ere rigt hs 3 het Conauler 
heave been y ? is provlem; it 
feirer statement to say th hes been a 
eudache, voth to ourselves snd the Colonial Office 
for the past two yea 8 6 matter of fact, the 
niel Office any 
ttlement of these 
ttiement in t eolo 
t of the question under 


et m say first of sll that 
to the importance of disapos 
ritiah Military Admin 
itrea. sot summer, at an inter<de 
we reed to s is 
altese ¥ho 
been trying 
Sypt. These 
for employment 


tralia, neither 
have yet got into 
» we are find t 
omnotation 
manifested themselv in no 
ren the first three Maltese arrived here 
ve to eliminate them before calling oth 
nd scheme is only now beginning 
of the shipping bottleneck. It 
reanon thet it may take some time to dispose of 
altese in Yritrea, even if their entry to Austre 
uaranteed; e might edd here that, sirc 
miy too well, the question of entry 
lia is net such plain fling s it 


is 
k 


The result of all this is that we have 
Slonial Office the necessity of etting 
le moved, preferably to Cyprus es soon 
ible. I enclose copy of e letter f: 
bl Office dated the Sth De aber 
ions with Lord Vinster rd enly 
@ are moving out of s, the time 
or a further } sovernor. 
the matter og » with ie Colonial 


ly 


we have taken up with Cairo 

mn of sending any of these eva 

ve given a home in this country, 
y only de also a palliative, it ie 
arnest of our attempte to whittle the 
hile the wider issues are under dis 


em sending @ copy of thie letter to the 
ate-General et Cairo, 


emball). 


(Te 


Tn any further communication on this subject, 


quote | 
} OF een | 
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and address—not to any | babe by name, but 
to—The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign 
Office, London, S.W. 1. 


Tue Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
presents his compliments to J 
and, by direction of the 
Secretary of State, transmits herewith cop & f the 
under-mentioned paper. 
Foreign Office, 
, 1949 


Reference to previous correspondence : 
|F 19 } ot ne / 

Description of Enclosuré, 

a - ee 4 


Name and Date 


Subject. 


Similar letter sent to 


427/107/250) 


bear ill 


’ 

jany 
(I?17/19/05) abou 
evacuces in Eritre 


I agree that 
Colonial office 
estimates for this 
disposed to accept 
£7,500. to be 
British 
Benoy 
tan 


(to whom I a 
arrange to let 
i949 an account of 
the accounts of 
itrea. urrent 
elites 
chergesabl 


am aiso copyin 
Jffice. 


ionisi 


Yours 


iss 


ills, 


Treasury. 


thanks for 


it is unfortun 
nave 


net from ou: 
ubjects provision. 


@vecuecs in 


to the 


your letter of &th 
the expenditure on 


J@nuary 
altese 


te that the 

provision in their 
but we ar 

of roughly 

“49 Distressed 

Perhaps Brigadier 
ending e copy of this letter 

us heve before 3ist var 

the ttems held in sus 

sritish Wilitary ith 

and future expenditure 

iritrea will likxe«i 

Foreign office. 


no nade 
expenditu 

the chserge 
194 


th 


sincerely, 


inshull 


No. f 14 3o S/25 


and address—not to any person by name, but 
to—The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign 
Office, London, S.W. 1 16 


sy 


Tue Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
presents his compliments to 


ba + 


and, by direction of the 
Secretary of State, transmits herewith copy of the 
under-mentioned paper. 

Foreign Office, 

A 

“ : : , 194 


Reference to previous correspondence 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date | Subject. 


Similar letter sent to 


6130 35384—2 


*. Waar ; ‘108 


a vefor te a letter dated 17th begenber, 1947, sent to US 
by Mershell onier reffevence 8/17/19/05, vegarding BelkanlTaltese 
ees transferred fron. India to Br itrea, ve have now recetved 
BelleAey Lritrea for the early settlenent of 
® in respect of p nts aml expenses 
inewrred by the Administration for the u Pp Of the above 
Temes evacuees, 


&7,5%h Sa. 04 

; 43,870 om id, 

woe ligt) Se 2d, 
wees 25 4124. Bs Boe 

wth ‘ication i: He, the 


be referzcd for setSicuent, 
whe wero prese at the uceting held at the 


on £ oth August, 1915, have stated that, althouh 
ade i note of the conclusions of the ccik¢i 
entative present indicated that the fina 
i Shese people would fall on Foreign office 


teke sppropriate action to effect a settlasent 


we chould be imaverul if you te confirn that 
these are fw coverable from the Foreign ¢ 3 


Captain J, 


(K 12932/35/250). 


about 
Maltese 
to Igmir from 
that the 


tance of 


By Air Mail. 


No. 1599/23/2. 


Dear Consular Department, 


No.1080/23/2 
f August 28th 5 & Certain number of 
destitute 5 Lsh subjects of valtese origin who have 
returned Tem from India. 


As the plight of these unfortunate persons 
ig becoming acute we wonder whether you woulé ve good 


t 
enough to let us know as s90n as may be ible 
whether any cectston has been reached in their regard. 


atter ils particularly urcent 
Serre and his wife 

without winter 

ont to underen 


Wy 
TO wake matters 


Yours aver, 


The Consular Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, Se¥el. 


the compliments of } 
H.M. Treasury, 
S.Wete 


4208/35/25 
Ty 17/49/05 


8th January, 1949. 


ear Yr. iinshall, 


for your letter of 18th December about the 


Thank you ¢ 
Vote expenditure of some 


Solonial Office's carrying on their 


£7,500 on Maltese eyvscuees in Eritrea which is at present being 
214 in suspense in DA Accounts. 


Col. Kussel] Sdmund's 
1947 to wr. Cloyd Colonial Office and 
ommonwealth Relations Office) of 
4st Sovember to Mir. Bennet (Colonial O!fice)) have helped us to 
trace all our papers on this subject. It is now quite clear 
that we intended the Colonial Office to be the Departsent who 
reimbureed the War Office. fe do not accept the Colonial 
ffiee's argument that our ruling in the case of distressed 
.itish West Indian subjects in Cuba,tha gre oreign Office 
should be financially responsible,is" a precoce a cer | the Cals 7 lke 
altese in Eritrea. ‘The two onses are not exactly parnilel. 
It is therefore very unfortunate that the Colonial Office have 
not made eny provision in their fstimetes to enable them to pay 
the War Office. 


tia true however, that for the Colonial 
steps at this late date to provide the moncy walks cause 
selves and us a great deal of inconvenience while it is 
probably, at you could find the £7,500 without any <ift 
Simply to cut out avoid e work se therefor rit 
should pay the money from your provision for ‘a treased 3 
subjects. Would you please let us know whether you can agree 
to do this? If you cannot arrange to seke the payment from 
savings we ahall have to ask the Colonial Office to taxe a 


upplementary 


Hee Minshull, Usqe, 
Foreign Orfiete 


Downing Street, 


Bele 


x Chol t 


te *y | t the esrlicst 


